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No - NOT a new card trick for  your Christmas party!  
 
These are the train tickets one delegate needed to get to 
and from the CTC/Cyclenation Conference in Edinburgh. 
Simon Geller, Cyclenation secretary explains his handful:  
 
ñThis is how many tickets it take to get one-self and a bike to from 

Sheffield to Edinburgh and back. Stick or twist?ò 

 

ñThe journey was fine going up - on the way back the train failed at Newcastle so we all had to get 

off and get on another one (this was the Edinburgh train that was terminated at Newcastle) So it 

was a bit of a pain for everyone especially people with bikes, but it all got done in half an hour, and 

then the train had lost its path so went on the slow lines while other trains rushed past,  

but at Doncaster I rushed across the platform and got straight on a fast Northern train to Sheffieldò  

What did he find when he got there? Read the Conference reports throughout this 
newsletter!  

   

 

    reviews its 2010 season......... 
 

SkyRide invited Ride Leaders to discuss any issues that had arisen during the local Rides that had 

been running throughout the summer and to discuss any changes for 2011. Nationally there had been 

520 Sky rides, with 9621 riders ï this was a 42% increase from 2009. Sky and British Cycling want 

all 2010 cities to ñdo it againò in 2011 and are looking for more cities to get involved.   

 

Jacquie Close from SkyRide headquarters in Manchester and Natalie Justice, SkyRide Recreation 

Manager for the West Midlands answered the many questions and comments from the Leaders and at 

times had to call  the discussion back to óorderô! There were comments about the SkyRide web site, 

the mapping system, the sometimes wide spread of ridersô abilities, the overall timing of individual 

rides and that all rides, particularly the main city rides, had to start earlier next year.  

 

But the main issue was the ongoing cost of the five-year programme, which runs until 2013. Ride 

Leaders received a small payment per ride, every rider was issued with a SkyRide hi-vis óbibô (a few 

of which were reported as now for sale on EBay!) and Sky staff had to be paid.  Would Leaders be 

prepared to lead without payment?  Some were undecided, but ódoubtfulô was the dominant view at 

the meeting. Should Sky start to charge riders to take a ride or ask riders to make a payment to a 

charity? Making it not free to do a local SkyRide was being called óRide for a Reasonô.  óR for a Rô 

had already been trialled in Portsmouth as a way of óincentivisingô participation from the public.  But 

any money raised had to be spent on something tangible; either a charity ot to provide more cycling 

facilities (eg. Sheffield stands?) locally.  Certainly all this is up for discussion and will probably re-

main undecided for months to come.  The SkyRide web site will remain open and óliveô throughout 

the winter, so any developments will no doubt be published on-line.  
 
 

 

http://app.nouri.sh/deliveries/81f937098637973e3b458c94905b8de2/link_click?url=http%3A%2F%2F1.bp.blogspot.com%2F_136F04nUuR4%2FTNkYW2BqF-I%2FAAAAAAAAAYE%2FtTvNwvVV-80%2Fs1600%2FIMG_2018.JPG
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Spokes/CTC/Cyclenation Conference, Edinburgh  
About 100 delegates from the various campaigning groups gathered in Scotland 

for the second of this yearôs conferences. After introductions from Spokesô 

Rosie Telford and Conference Chair Paul Tetlaw, the first session, óA Tale of 

Two Citiesô compared Edinburghôs Active Travel Plan with Londonôs Bike Hire 

scheme (which is becoming known as Borisôs Bikes!) 

 

Good work  is being done by Cllr Gordon Mackenzie chair of 

Edinburgh Transport, Planning and Environment Committee who 

talked about why Edinburgh has signed up to the Brussels Char-

ter target of 15% cycling share by 2020.  Cycling in the city cur-

rently has a remarkable 5% ómodal shareô but Gordon stated that 

there was a potential modal share of 50% of journeys between 2 

to 5km, being made by bike.  Cllr Mackenzie added that the cur-

rent transport system was ñnot sustainable ï hopelessò and that capital cities 

should be role models. 

 

Edinburgh Council has developed an Active Travel Action Plan with a focus on 

the short to medium term, which made a change from the óxô years timescales 

for Plans of some other cities.  The emphasis with Edinburghôs Plan had to be 

on actions not just a statement of policies, with the objective of getting cycling 

seen as more than a ómarginalô activity.  Specifics within the Plan were to de-

velop a óFamily Friendlyô network with cycling ócorridorsô running between 

popular places; destinations that it was known that cyclists wanted to go.  Other 

óactionsô in the Plan were improving the signage of cycling routes, cycling 

maps and branding events to make cycling more visible. 

 

 

 

Cycling Across the Border  
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Really, is it now becoming unfair to compare any other U.K. city with London?   
 

Jennifer Calvert, Senior Policy Officer, Transport for Lon-

don, told us about the óCycling Revolutionô in Englandôs 

capital.  Now there really cannot be anyone involved in 

cycle campaigning who is not, by now, very aware of what 

has happened in London; Ms Calvert  proudly gave her 

presentation; docking stations, superhighways, thousands 

cycling every day ï the lot. There were now 100 000 regis-

tered users and the aim was for 12 superhighways by 2015. 

TfL was looking to achieve the same growth as Amster-

dam, with cycling being used for óshort hopsô within the 

central area and commuter journeys from inner London to the centre. The eastern extension had now 

been approved; for outer London TfL was encouraging cycle trips to local points; shops, schools etc.  

 

Jennifer explained that blue had been chosen for the superhighways as the colour most visible to 

other road users and that hire cyclists were becoming regarded as ófriendly policemenô and being 

stopped by visitors asking directions!  Enforcement of cycling facilities was evidenced by 1300 

Fixed Penalties having been issued for violations of Advanced Stop Lines and parking restrictions.  

The Barclays Hire scheme was a 5 year, £25M sponsorship.  

 

Of course and obviously this is all to be very much welcomed ï at least, most of 

it is, as the new Chief Executive of the London Cycling Campaign, Ashok Sinha 

reminded delegates that there was still much to do and that the LCC had some 

reservations about a few specific features of the scheme.  
 

But could what London had achieved be duplicated in other cities?  Perhaps, but 

maybe they too would need a óBorisô ï a person with sufficient ócloutô and conviction 

at a high political level to drive forward a cycling policy.  
 

The óQ and Aô session swung the focus back to Edinburgh, which had 

a modal share of 6% compared with 2% for the rest of Scotland. 

Parking restrictions only during peak hours had now been extended 

to 24 hour, despite opposition from the councilôs Director.  

 

Delegates asked about reducing cars, 20mph and Strict Liability.  

The police were claimed to be ñhard to persuadeò on the 20mph is-

sue, cycle training was one way to overcome the fear of traffic and 

that the term ócyclistô should be replaced by ócycle userô.  It was 

strongly recommended that campaign members should make their OWN 

comments direct to councillors and officials as that would indicate 

a óstrength of supportô.  
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But hey - forget London, (and 

Blackpool, and Cardiff) - there is 

now a cycle hire scheme in Bir-

mingham!  
Birmingham InterVarsity Club, which is a large so-

cial club, decided to use some of its historically sub-

stantial reserve funds to purchase three bicycles to 

loan to any of its members who wanted to have a go 

at riding a bike without the commitment of buying 

one.  Two ónormalô bikes and one ófolderô were pur-

chased and at the launch meeting in a pub car park 

to introduce members to the bikes, everyone went on a brief ride along a local off-road route. 

Birmingham IVC plans to start a cycle training programme soon.  

 

BIVC is one of more than 40 similar social clubs around the country; if other IVCs want 

more details, please contact Graham Hankins, details on the back page of this newsletter.  

STOP PRESS: Ex-MP Dr Lynne Jones has put herself forward to be the formal 

óCycling Championô for Birmingham. Subject to council agreement.  

óMoney Boxô  explained further why H.M. Revenue and Customs (HMRC) was being de-

scribed as ñspoiling the partyò by its changes to the rules that ókick inô if an employee wants 

to keep a bike at the end of a loan.  Before HMRC óstepped inô, MB cited as an example a 

£1000 bike that could be bought for £250 at the end of a hire.   

 

A listener explained that he hired a bike that was worth £1000 at r.r.p. He could have bought 

this for around £900 via discount retailers. Instead, he calculated that with £73 a month com-

ing out of his salary and a £50 Transfer of Ownership fee at the end, he would be saving 

Ã380.  But with the increase in ToO, he was only saving around Ã100. ñI could have saved 

that by just óshopping aroundô he complained.  

 

HMRC had decided that employers were virtually ógiving bikes awayô; companies can sell 

the bike to the employee but it must be at market value.  

 

So why bother?  óMoney Boxô concluded that this was a good way to get a bike if you just 

wanted to loan one, but if you were likely to want to buy it, look carefully at the terms of the 

scheme and compare it with other ways of buying your bike.  

 

But the óGo Bikeô campaign in Glasgow is more positive; its 

newsletter acknowledges the increase in ToO to 25% but 

adds: ñthis reduces the saving but for many people they re-

main highly worthwhileò.  
 

Radio 4: Taxman ódeflatesô Cycle to Work scheme.... 

óIBikesô launches in Brum.. 
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óWhatôs Happening to National Cycling Policyô? 

 

With óCycling Englandô to be closed in March as one of the óbonfire 

of the quangosô everyone was listening to Philip Darntonôs address.  

Philip had often been told he didnôt ñlook like a cyclistò, always re-

plying ñIôm not!ò  - he was someone who cycled!    
 

Phil was somewhat philosophical about the closure, almost expecting it as, after the General 

Election cycling was no part of any Partyôs policy at all and no part of a transport policy. 

Until it was, we would never be like Europe. CE had cost less that £200 000 to fund.  PD 

had considered that most previous Secretaries of State for Transport had not been encourag-

ing, but that Ruth Kelly had been ósympatheticô.  But I did not hear him mention Lord 

Adonis ï who most considered had been very pro-cycling? 

 

So what had Cycling England achieved?  Initial funding for schemes had been just £5M and 

its small staff realised that they ñwould have to be careful with thisò so CE had resisted calls 

for many small projects.  In the Cycling Towns CE asked lots of questions ï who wants to 

cycle, where do they want to go ï find the local óhubsô, find the óchampionsô ï head teach-

ers, store managers, chief executives.  PD added that ñslowing traffic is the single best thing 

to encourage cyclingò. 

 

Next up was Ian Aitken from Cycling Scotland. The Action 

Plan for Scotland aspired to cycling accounting for 10% of 

all journeys, by 2020. There were lots more children cy-

cling to schools and that 2/3 received training, rising to 

75% in the Grampian region.  There was a ôCycle Friendly 

Schoolõ award and a òGive Me Cycle Spaceó campaign.  80% 

of Scottish schools had a Travel Plan, and 134 had cycle 

parking.  Yet many ômumsõ still regarded cycling as too dan-

gerous.  

 
In the óQ and Aô to Philip and Ian there were reasons to be hopeful. CE had delivered ac-

tions and there was evidence of more cycling. Philip Darnton said that cycling had to define 

the answers to finding ñthe people, the place and the purposeò i.e. who wanted to cycle, 

where do they want to go to and why do they want to go there.  There also needed to be a 

strong political leadership ï in Government, in towns and in cities, reaching out to people 

who donôt cycle.  
 

 

Back to  
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