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If you cycle in Birmingham you should be a member
of Push Bikes, the Birmingham Cycling Campaign.

Why? See inside!

Getting Birmingham in the saddle




We hope you have enjoyed your 0«

Although there are visibly more cyclists around our city, trips by
cycle are still a tiny proportion of daily journeys, yet many of these
are less than five miles, a distance that can easily be cycled by any-

one of just average fitness. The perception of road danger is the
most common reason given by non-cyclists.

As the recognised Campaigning Group for the city, Push Bikes regularly meets
and corresponds with officers of Birmingham City Council (BCC) with ideas to im-
prove the cityods infrastructure. Some of

HAGLEY ROAD. Many cyclists would be prepared to ride in from the west but
find the Hagley Road too busy. BCC considers that even the wide footways have
too many junctions and emerging driveways. So Push Bikes with BCC has explored
the provision of cycle lanes on the parallel Harborne Road ? Augustus Road option,
and BCC is considering the viability of this.

MARY VALE ROAD RAIL BRIDGE. Push Bikes has suggested that one of the
footways over the bridge should be designated for Shared Use, to avoid cyclists
having to stop at the traffic lights and restart on a steep incline.

OCAUTHFEOWCLI STS CROSSI Rush®Bikes has dui§gested two
junctions where these signs would improve the safety of cyclists.

BELGRAVE MIDDLEWAY CROSSING: Push Bikes has suggested safety im-
provements to this crossing. A police survey of drivers illegally crossing in the Bus
Lane has been done.

Other issues that Push Bikes has raised to BCC include:

1 Short stretches of cycle lane;

1 discontinuities and obstacles along segregated cycle paths;
1 timing of traffic lights;

7 cyclistsdo difficulties when cycl
refuges.
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Meetings and consultations.

The Pedestrian and Cyclists Task Force,; chaired by the Cabinet
Member for Transport, Clir. Tim Huxtable, this quarterly meeting of pedes-
trian and cycling 6stakehol dersdé discus
and comments accordingly. The most recent Task Force was in August.,
when Push Bikes pressed Centro for cycles to be carried on the new fleet of
trams.

Cycling Co-ordination Group. This is a meeting internal to BCC at
which officers and departments concerned with cycling discuss mutual co-
operation etc.

Cyclistsdweoryem.sr s ago, Push Bikes inv
to put all their concerns, in person, t
Leader Graham Lennard. This was so successful that PB repeated it the
following year.

The counci |l calls a Cyclistsod Forum t
ber!

British Waterways Canal Users Group. Cyclists want repairs to tow-
path surfaces, fewer barriers, fewer access steps or ramps provided.
Thanks to Push Bikes pressure the towpath through the Edgbaston Tunnel
was recently resurfaced. PB continues
BW for ramps up the steps to University Rail Station. Push Bikes attends
the CUGs when called - the next is in November; Push Bikes will be send-
ing BW a DVD showing problems with canal towpaths, for BW to answer at
the CUG.

Help, advice and training

Push Bikes has Bikeability instructors available to help
any adult cyclist become more confident on the road.

Push Bikes also offers a free presentation, covering all as-
pects of cycling, to any company, organisation or community
group. Any time, any venue.

Please contact secretary@ pushbikes.org.uk for more de-
tails or see web site http://www.brumbycycle.info
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Members of Push
mittee regularly meet BCCs Cy-
cling and TravelWise officers to
check on the progress of the in-

tentions contained within its 30
pages.
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Push Bikes members receive:

7 a quarterly newslettereither by post or email according to

preference

Discountson bike accessories (and sometimes bikes!) from
participating cycle dealers

Their membership supports the voluntary campaigning work
of Push Bikes.

Push Bikes holdmonthly campaign meetings Friends of
the Earth, Allsion Street, Digbeth. All cyclists are invited.

Why not return that blue form TODAY , or use the Member-
ship Form on our web site http://pushbikes.org.uk
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